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Amendments 



Please delete the title of the application as filed, and replace it with the following: 



Cells Immortalized with Telomerase Reverse Transcriptase 
for use in Drug Screening 



, Please amend the claims as follows: 




(Amended) A method of drug screening or validation of a drucj^eomprising: 

a) obtaining a drug or drug candidate; 

b) obtaining a cultured mammalian cell comprising a nucleic acid sequence that encodes a 
telomerase reverse transcriptase protein, variaptf or fragment having telomerase catalytic activity 
when complexed with a telomerase RNAywherein the nucleic acid sequence hybridizes under 
stringent conditions to a polynucleotide^having a sequence complementary to SEQ. ID NO:1, and 
wherein the expression of the protein, variant, or fragment in the cell increases the number of 
divisions the cell can undergo berore senescence; 

c) administering the dpdg or drug candidate to the cultured cell; and 

d) determining if the drug or drug candidate has an effect on the cell. 



^^f. (Amended) The method of c\a\m2^ wherein the nucleic acid comprises a constitutive promoter. 
$ ' (Amended) The method of claim^f wherein the nucleic acid comprises an inducible pro nioter^ 



Please ADD the following new claim: 



~ 1 

^j>59. The method of claim yr, comprising determining whether the drug or drug candidate is lethal to 
^ the cell. / 
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Upon allowance of the application, please renumber the claims as follows: 
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